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Introduction: An orthopaedic wound infection is a clinical 

syndrome caused by invasion of microorganism. 

Methodology: A descriptive study was carried out at 

orthopedic wards of Baghdad Teaching Hospitals started from 

April 26th   , 2011 to August 30th, 2011, in order to evaluate 

nurses’ practices toward orthopaedic wound infection in 

orthopedic wards and to determine the relationship between 

nurses’ practices and their demographical data characteristics. 

Non-probability (purposive sample) of (39) orthopaedic nurses, 

who were working in orthopedic wards, were selected from 

Baghdad teaching hospitals. 

 Data were collected through two types 

instrument(questionnaire and observational checklist), which 

consists of two parts (1) The demographic data form were 

collected by interview and the checklist by means of direct 

observation that consists (9) items and (2) Nurses’ practices 

form that consists of (4) sections of (69) items, by means of 

direct observation with the orthopaedic  nurses. 

Validity through a panel of (20) experts. The Reliability of the 



instrument was determined through a pilot study and r=(0.90).  

  Descriptive statistical analysis procedures (frequency, 

percentage, mean of score) and inferential statistical analysis 

procedures (person correlation coefficient, contingency 

coefficient) were used for the data analysis. 

  Results: The findings of the study indicated that there is a 

practice deficit of orthopedic nurses in some aspects relative to 

wound infection control. No significant relationship was found 

between nurses’ practices and their gender, years of 

employment in nursing field, years of experience in orthopedic 

wards and duration of the training session, while significant 

relationship was found between nurses’ practices and their age, 

marital status, level of education, sharing in training sessions 

and the number of training session that the orthopaedic nurses 

were engaged in. 

  Recommended: The study recommended that special training 

sessions, concerning wound infection and standard orthopaedic 

nurse practices toward wound infection control that should be 

followed in orthopaedic wards and booklets should be 

designated and presented to all orthopaedic nurses.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


